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White House Accuses Sen. Garn, but Later Backs Off ~ 


By Edward Walsh 
Wa»Mne:on Post Staff Writer 

JEKYLL ISLAND, Ga., April IS— 
White House press secretary Jody 
Powell today accused Sen. Jake Garn 
(R-Utah) of leaking “inaccurate” and 
’•distorted” information about, the 
United States’ ability to verify Soviet 
compliance with a new strategic arras 
limitation treaty (SALT). , 

Powell, who later- backed off from 
his assertion that Gam was the 
source, was commenting on a report 
published Tuesday in The New York 
Times suggesting that U.S. ability to 
•verify the terms of a SALT accord 
was severely damaged by the loss of 
intelligence stations in Iran. r 

The report said Central Intelligence 
Agency Director Stansfield ; Turner 
had told senators that it would take 
five years to make up fully, for the 
loss of intelligence-gathering capabil- 
ity in Iran. /• ' V ? 

. Defense Secretary Harold Brown 
denied the report Tuesday, saying the 
United States expects to conclude a 
SALT II accord “that resolves satis- 
factorily the* remaining provisions on 
verification/'^ ^ 

Powell discussed the report with re- 
porters here as President Carter en- 
tered the seventh day of a vacation on 
nearby Sapelo Island. 

Powell noted that Brown said the 
United States man compensate within 
one year for the loss of intelligence- 
gathered facilities in Iran that would 
have been relied on to verify Soviet 
compliance with a SALT agreement. 
He said this was too short a time for 
the Soviets to. obtain secretly any kind 
of strategic y advaricS over h£ United 
•States outside the terms of the treatyr 
. In'an elaboration of 1 his earlier state- 
; ment, Brown yesterday told CBS 
News that he. is convinced the-United 
States- is “going, to be able td verify a* 


"X* 

make up for what losses occurred^ 
The president has pledged repeatedlyj 
that he will not sign a treaty that ciO** 
not be adequately monitored and veri* 
•fied for compliance by the Soviets/!^ 
• Powell said today that the “fciaecU* 
rate report” in The Times can be 
ily corrected,” but that it is important 
that the Senate be given accurate-fir^ 
formation and that the administration* 
is at a disadvantage in trying to^pcag 
-vide it because of leaks to reporter^**? 
He said the administration canDjnji 
discuss publicly the steps it is 
to verify the treaty without riafcijgg 
Soviet countermoves or disclosing^k-F 
intelligence-gathering sources tgfc . 
methods, thereby rendering themjj|g 
’ ^effective. ^ 


variety of our monitoring techniques 
and . . . the extended time that it 
takes for the Soviets to test a missile 
—it takes them 20 tests and some 
years. . V /* ■ ■ \ 

■ Powell said that Turner’s estimate 
of five years concerns the time it 
will take to* make up for the loss of 
all intelligence assets in Iran, not all v 
of which would have been used to 
verify SALT II. ’ 
v^'lt is'apparent that'lTie Times was' 
given - an inaccurate , account of 
Adm. Turner's testimony,” Powell said. 

Garn later issued a statement declar- 
ing that neither, he* nor his staff was 
the source of any leaks concerning the 
loss of ‘ U.S. intelligence-gathering ca- 

pabihtyyn. Iran. r ± :• : v Powell ' made- the - comments 

Nothing could be further from the v ^ Garn less than an hour after arri 
truth,” Garn said. > 1 think lt IS here after several days of vacations 
ironic that. I would be accused of leak- , He also told' reporters that Ca; 
ing information when I was among > -jogged fou j. or fi ve miles on S' c 
the first to criticize the Carter admin- Isla ^ d ^ morning and later 


istration for selectively leaking infor- 
mation that would indicate that the 
SALT JE treaty would be verifiable.” 

Powell told, reporters this morning 
that Jte ^‘understood”' that Garn was 
the source of the information, adding 
that if. , Garn “worked.; for „ the ad- 
ministration, he no longer would.” 
But- later, Powell backed 'off from 
this assertion, saying he did not mean 
.to imply he knew the source of The 
Times report. ' _ „ 7^’/. : 

Garn is.’ a’ conservative Republican 
and staunch opponent' of a new SALT 
agreement: .The treaty, now in the fi- 
nal stages of negotiation,,* has become 
the subject of intense maneuvering 
centering on various estimates and re- 
r portsHSUch as thAt in.The Times— on t 
whether compliance can be verified.. . 

Ever since the Iranian revolution* 
administration officials havelnsisted 
that U S. ability to verify, a SALT ac- 
cord .was not seriously compromised- 


SALT agreement from the moment it* • by the loss of the intelligence-gather- 
iis signed and ratified!* V 1-ring facilities 'in Iran arid . that the. ad: 

He predicted his statement on “the "ministration was moving vigorously to 


. fishing with two friends. ‘ 
rr Rosalynn Carter left Sapelo IsI«*j 
\: this morning and flew ' to Ralef^S^ 
N.C., where she spoke at the ope 
of "the Governors' Conference^ 
'Mental Health. She returned late' 
day. 
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